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Soil and water ratios for soil pH analysis

Soil pH describes acidity or alkalinity, also provides information on nutrient availability,
metal dissolution chemistry, and the activity of microorganisms. Predominantly, soil pH is
measured in soil-water extraction, and extraction differs in soil/water ratio. The objective
of this study was to compare the pH results of three different measurements that have 1:1,
1:2.5, and 1:5 soil/water extraction ratios. The results were interpreted in 3 major natural
zones. In the steppe, there was almost no difference in the 3 measurements. In the gobi, a
difference occurred in samples that have a pH value between 7.5 to 8.5. However, there was
no change in values other than these. In the khangai, when the soil/water ratio was 1:2.5
and 1:5, the pH value had no significant difference. The 1:1 version was slightly lower values
than the other 2 measurements. The differences of pH values measured in the 3 extractions
in all natural zones were not high to change the classification.

Tyaxyyp ye: Xepchuil ypsanvin opuun, mooopxoiiox apeasyu, ycan Xanouvl Xxapbyaa
Opmiua

XoepCHUN XUMUWH HIMHK YaHAPBIH I'0J1 Y3YYJI2JIT Hb XOPCHUMN yPBaJIblH OPUYHUH IOM.
XepcHUU ypBaJblH OPYMH I3J3T Hb XOPCHUM XYUYWIAT 3CBAJI IIYJITISTUUH
xdoMxkd3c Oereen pH wHomkadp xomkuramdr. pH HE ycTeperdumiiH HMOHBI
KOHIISHTPAIIUH COpPOT apaBTHIH JorapudmTail TOIHIPHD. XOPCHUH YpPBaIbIH
OpPYHH Hb XOPCOH IdX OHOIOTHWH HIPBX, XOPC YYCBIPUUH YHII SIBI[, OpTaHUK
OOIMCHIH 3a7palla mryya OOJOH mIyyn Oycaap Hesneenaer. XepCHUHW ypBaJbIH
OPYHBI ©0PWIONT Hb XYHUH HOIOOJUTUIH (X6/100 aX axyH, axk YHIABIP, XOTKHUIIT)
YW SBOBIH M3APIMTTHHA Y3YYIaAT Oomgor (Cabala et al., 2016). XepceH adx
YCTOPOrdUilH HOHBI X3MXK33 HIMATAIX3A XxepcHu pH Oyypu ynmaap Xy4qusisr
O6onmor. XepCHUN ypBaJIbIH OPYUH/] HOJIOOJAOT TOJI XYUHUH 3YWI 007 XepCcHUt
yycMall Jaxb AaBCHBI aryymamix tom (Thomas, 1996). TyxaliH xepcHHUH HIMHXK
YaHapaac XepCHUI ypBaJblH OPYMH X3/1 3aaX Hb xaMaapHa (Batjes, 1992):

1. pH 4-eec moom 6alix Hb XOPCOH CYIb(PUIBIH UCIIIAINTIIC YYCCOH YOIOOT
Xy4w1 Oairaar xapyyJiar.

2. pH 5.5-aac goow 6aiix Hb Xe1ONTEOHT XOHTOH Haraan (Al3*) Gaiiraar naTraor.
pH 4.5-aac moom Gomox Hb xemenreeHT Al3+ GonoH xenenreeHt H* OGaiiraar
XapyyJjjar.
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3. pH7.3-8.56aiix Hp xepcena CaCOsz Oaiiraar untranar. Men NaCl 6omon NaxSO4
I9X MAT caapMar yycaar JaBCHYY UX XOMXKI9r39p OalicHaap xaHacaH yycMal
ECe>4dSm-! 3aaHa.

4. ECe>4dSml-aac Gara OomoBu Na,COsz nHatpuitH kapOoHaTajy aryynarmax
COJIMJIIOOT HATPUIH aryyiamixaac 0ok pH 8.5-aac ux 3aanar.

VYcan yycmang xepcuuit pH 1-14 xooponn 6alix 6a 7-0oc 0ara yea Xy4HJLIAT, 3311
YeI IYATIAT, / yIra Hb caapMar OpYHBIT UIDPXHUILLAAT. Y pramai ypraxaa XepcHUun
yYpBaJIBIH OPYHBI TOXUPOMKTOH XdOMkK33 5.5-7.0 Xoopona Oaiingar. UXaHX XepceH.
PH (H20) 2.0-11.0 X00poHT X3I63I33T U XYXpHUITH MaTepuanTtail xepcoua 2.0-ooc 4
Oara Gaiix 6ongor (USDA,1993).

Cyaaaracan oaiiaan

XepcHHuil ypBaJIbIH OpUHBI sH3 OypuiiH anruian Oaigar (Table 1). [Isnxwuitn yic
OpHYYyIad XOpCHUN YPBAIBIH OPUYHBIT STH3 OYpUHH sUIraatai apryygaap XdMKHK
GatiHa. XopCHHUHN ypBaIIBIH YHACOH 3 XaHAyycMa amuriaaar: 1) uapmaayc (H20),
1) 1momb 1t KCI, 3) 1 momas 11 CaClz. XepcHuii ypBaabIH OPUHBIT XIMKHX 33 X3
X39H 3YWIHMUT aHXaapax I1aapjJjiaraTaili: Xepc yycMallblH Xaphbliaa, 3JIEKTPO bIH
TepeJ, yycMal A0TOPX 3ISKTPOAbIH Oaiipaan, pH XaMKUITUIH yeI yyCcMalIbIl
xytrax (Robert & David, 2010).

Mamnaii yJICBIH HUXDHX XOPCHHH JIabopaTopuyd XOPCHHH ypBaIIBLIH OPYHBI
MAHXAITIIT Xuixa33 1:2.5, 1:5 racon xaperaaraiiraap H3pMAJI ycaap XaHIamK
xaMKI9T. EBponibiH opHyy 1, OnoH yiceia xepcuuii anruian (Worldreference Base),
Global Soil Map, Oson yicein xepcuuii crangapt (1SO 10390:2005) 33parT XxepcHUi
YPBAIIBIH OPYHBI XOMKWITHNUT 1:5 (Xepc:HAIpMAI ye acBana xepc: 1M KCl, 3apum
toxuoyinoaal: 1xepc:HapManyc)xapbiiaaTairaap Horrrak 6artancan (WRB, 2014).
OunoH yaceiH [SO crangapT, OpuHH YEUWH XOPCHUN M3A3IJUIMNH CaHl ©reraell
opyyJlaxal XepCHHUM ypBajblH OpPYHBl XAIMKHITUUT Xepc yycman 1:5
XapbllaaTairaap maapaaar 60JCOH OaifHa.

XepCcHUM ypBaJIbIH OPUYHBIT X3MKHUX/33 XOPC YYCMAaJIbIH s1H3 OYpHUHH XapblaaHbl
sUITaaH A39p XUUTICOH OJIOH cyAairaa Oaiigar. Xepc ycHBI xapbliaa Oyypaxazn pH-
BII' HAMAIAYYJIAT HOJIee Y3YYJI3T, Xxepc ycHbI Xapsuaa 10:1-33¢ 1:10 xypTaon
oyypyynaxan pH 0.40-eep Hamaracou Gaiina (Davis, 1945). ISRIC nab6oparopuiin
TyplLIaraac xapaxaj XepCHHUH ypBaJIbIH OpUHBIT XaMxux31 1:1-33¢ 1:5 yycmann
tonopxoinoracod pH (H20) HarxuiiH apaBHBI HAr33p suiraartail rapcas (Batjes,
1992). 1:5 xannancan yycmansia xepcHuid pH yrra 1:2.5, 1:1-35¢ 0.5-1.5 Harxa9p
ux Oaiix 6osHO (Dewis et al., 1970).
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Table 1. Ranges of pH.

USDA, 1993 FAO MNS
Ultra acid <35 Extremely acid <3.0 Very strongly acid <4.0
Extremely acid 3.5-44 Very strongly acid 3.0-4.0 Strongly acid 4.0-4.9
Very strongly acid 4.5-5.0 Strongly acid 4.1-5.0 Moderately acid 5.0-5.9
Strongly acid 5.1-55 Moderately acid 5.1-6.0 Slightly acid 6.0-6.9
Moderately acid 5.6-6.0 Slightly acid 6.1-6.9 Neutral 7.0
Slightly acid 6.1-6.5 Neutral 7.0 Slightly alkaline 7.1-8.0
Neutral 6.6-7.3 Very slightly alkaline 7.1-75 Moderately alkaline 8.1-9.0
Slightly alkaline 7.4-78 Slightly alkaline 7.6-8.1 Strongly alkaline >9.0
Moderately alkaline 7.9-84 Moderately alkaline 8.2-8.6
Strongly alkaline 8.5-9.0 Alkaline 8.7-8.9
Very strongly alkaline  >9.0 Strongly alkaline 9.0-10.0

Very strongly alkaline 10.1-11.0

DHIXYY Cylanraa Hb ypbJl ©MHO XaMTHIAH UX X3PATIATAIAT Xaphiaa 1:1 6omoH
1:2.5 maamupa X3pa3riadradx xapbliaa 1:5-Tail xapelyyliax, yJaMaap XOpCHUH
YPBaJIbIH OPYHBI AYH MAJIR3IIITUUT MOHTOJIBIH XOPCHHUH JIA00paTOPUY IBIH X0JI000
(MOSLAN) 0oJioH XepCHUM M3A33JUIHKHH caH, ISO craHAapThIH Inaapiiarai
HUUIICOH 0OJITOX 30PHUJITOTOM.

Aprasyi

XepCHUHN ypBaJIbIH OPUHBIT X33PHUIH HOXI16J1] 0 HTO HU U Xy BUpJIaap TOAOPXOUIa0T
Test Kit Color chart 6omon rap pH meTpasp, maboparopua komopoMeTp 6omou pH
MeTpa3p (HOHOMETPHUMH apra) XdIMKHK OOJIIOT.

VYcaH TyHraaman MIOHOMETpHiiH apra: XepcHuil ypBaisiH opunbiT 1:1, 1:2.5, 1:5
XOPC/HAIPMAIT yC MICIH 3 TH3bIH Xapbllaataiiraap xanaank, pPH merp (Orion5Star
Thermoscientific) 6arakaap xomxcon (Table 2) . Dusxyy 6arax up mrwmH H-uitn
HOHYYIaJ M3APIMTIHI SJICKTPOJIBIH TYCIIaMKTalTraap XopCHUH yPBaTbIH OPYHBIT
xomokmar. HlumsH snexkTpoa Hb JaBCHBI yycman aryyianar (Na*t) Oereen
SIEKTPOABIT XOPCHUM YyycMalJ nOyp3X yen xepcHui yycman (H*) Oomon
SJICKTPOJIBIH XOOPOHJ MOHBI COJIMIIIIOO0 sBarfaxX 3amaap JISKTPOJ YYCIK Oyi
[IaXUJITaaH XOI6JIrerd XyYHUr XoMKHH TOTOPXOUIIJIOT.

Table 2. Analytical methods used for determining pH (120)

Ratio Extraction
pH1:1 pH 1:1 soil/water
pH1i:25 pH 1:2.5 soil/water
pHz1:s pH 1:5 soil/water
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Xoparaarapx Oarax, ypsamk: pH merp, crannapt yyemanyya (pH 4, 7, 10), 50-100
MJT XOMXKIITIU Tartail XMMHIH 30pUyNaiTTail XyBaHLAp caB, HOPMAJ yC, araapbiH
HOXIIOJIJ] XaTaacaH 2MM-33] IIUTTICOH XOpC.

Yiin sBu: 3 sH3aap XaHAalicaH yycMallblH ypBaJiblH OpuHBIT Soil testing method
6010 MNS ISO 10390:2001 osion yncwiH crannapTaz 3aacHsl aaryy 20-30 MuHyT
carcopcuuit mapaa pH merpasp xamkcdH. ON0OH YICHIH 3HAXYY CTaHAApT Hb 1:5
33JIPXYYHHUH XapbliaaTall Xepc:yCHbI cycren3u, 1 Mosb/n kanuiin xmopuasia (KCI)
6onor 0.01 monw/n kampumitH xmopuasiH (CaCly) yycmanein pH-pir mmnsH
3JIEKTPO/J] AlIUTIIaH TOJIOPXOMIOX OJOH YJICBIH apra oM.

Yp nyu

XepcHuii ye maBxapra 00j0H OadraiuilH OYCHHH TeJieejiej 000X XepCHHH
JIP9KUUT COHTOXBIT 30pbCOoH. HUHT 67 111 XopCHU 1335KU1 2 JaBTAITTaM, 193pX 3
apra (pH 1.1, 125, 1:5) Tyc Oyp23p 402 ymaaruifH XdOMKHUITIOP XOPCHUHA ypBaJIbIH
OPYHBIT TOHOPXOWJICOH. baliramuiitH Oyc?dp 3 aHrwiaH TOJOPXOMIOTY
CTaTUCTHUKYYIBIT TOOIOH Table 3-1 xapyymnnaa.

Table 3. Descriptive statistics.

Soil water Descriptive statistics
ratio Mean Median Std CV,% max min
. pH(1:1) 6.85 6.85 0.37 5.40 7.45 6.17
Khangai :
(n=21) pH(1:2.5) 6.92 6.83 041 590 7.72 6.32
pH(1:5) 6.95 6.85 0.44 6.29 7.78 6.22
pH(1:1) 7.04 7.16 0.54 7.72 7.68 5.61
Steppe 25
(n=18) pH(1:2.5) 7.07 7.18 0.55 7.73 7.73 5.62
pH(1:5) 7.10 7.23 0.55 7.69 7.74 5.62
Gobi. pH(1:1) 8.00 7.95 0.34 428 873 7.45
desert pH(1:2.5) 8.07 8.09 0.33 408 874 7.50
(n=24) pH(1:5) 8.07 8.03 0.32 397 882 743

XaHraliH OyCHITH X0pCHHUH yPBaJIBIH OPYHBI IYHTI3C Xapaxaj Xepc YCHBI XaphIliaa
1:1 yen mynmxaap 6.85 Gaiican 601 1:2.5 yen 6.92 6omk 0.07-p Oyroy mamm 6ara
HAIMOATICHH OaitHa. MeH 1:5 yen 6.95 6omk ecceH Oaitna. Tam x33puitH Oycan
XaHTalH OyCTAH aguiaap Xepc yCHBI Xapbllaa HOMATI9X) ] YPBAIBIH OPYUH MaIll
6araap HamoaracoH (PH(1:1) - 7.04, pH(1:2.5) - 7.07 pH(1:5) - 7.10) 3yii Torrosroit
OaitHa. XapuH roBb, IeJUHH OycaiycaH XxaHAHBI Xapbltaa 1:1 Oaiixan 8 Oatican 601
1:2.5,1:5yenanun 8.07 Oyroy nynxa myntisr 6aitHa. Bapuaisia ko3¢ puumueHTsIH
yTraac y3sxa7 3 Oaliranuiin Oycsn Oyrasa He Oara XyBbTall Oaiiraa Hb COHIOX
aBCaH JIPKYYA Hb TyXailH OadranuiiH 0ycd3 Telleesnk 4yajgaxk Oaiiraar MITrIx
Oaiina (Table 3).
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VYpBanbiH OpYHBIT 3 eep xapbllaaTail ycaH XaHjaap TOIOPXOMIOXOJ yTra Hb
XIPXOH 06pWIOTI6K Oaiiraar Wiayy HApHUIH XapyyIaxblH Ty Oalranuiia 0yc Tyc
OYp23p TapxanThIH Mypy#Hr Oaliryymx Figure 1-T xapyymiaa.
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Figure 1. Density plot of pH

XanraH Oycag xepc ycbir 1:2.5 6onon 1:5 xappiiaaraiiraap xaHajaH ypBaJblH
OPYHBIT TOAOPXOMWIICOH yTTYyYIBIH TapXaJITHIH MypyH o¥ipoimoo Oaiiraa 6om 1:1
xapbIlaaTail 6aifx yes TapXajdTelH MypyHd WYY ©preH Oyry Xd3JI031133]1 UXTHU
6oJicoH Hb Xaparaax 6aiina (Figure 1). Xa3pwuiin Oyca1XepCHUM ypBaIblH OPYHBIT
3 eep xaphIlaaTail ycaH XaHaap TOJOPXOMIOX0 ©epwIeNT Oapar rapaaryi Hb
TapXaidThIH MypyH 00J0H Tomopxoinord cratuctukyynaac (Table 3) xaparmax
OaitHa. ["oBuitH Oycaa 7.5-8.5 x00poHA ypBallbIH OPYHHTON MIKYYT XIIT0III33K
eepuwneraceH 6o 7.5-c noom 8.5-c msmr yTra Oyxui A33KyyA 3 XyBuiaoap 133p
ypBaJIbIH OpUYMH Oapar eepuienTryii rapcas 6aiina (Figure 1).

X3J3nyyasr

XepCHHIypBaIbIH OPYHBIT XOMIKHX SIBIIAIXOPCyCHBIXapbiaapPH (1:1) yemopranuk
HXTAU (XYJIIPIIAT) XOpC YCHIT 00pTO6 OYpIH MIUHTIIH XaHJIar1axal XyHIpIaaTd i
OalicaH Hb XYJPPJAT OpPraHUK HXT3H XOpCeHJ XaHAJAJITBIH DHY Xapblaa
TOXUPOMKIYH Oaifraar xapyyJyx OaifHa.

X3MKWITHNH Yp AYHIIAC Xapaxall PH (1.5 Xanaancan yycMansid XxepcHui pH ytra
pH (1:1) —c nynmkaap 0.07 HIr)3p uX, PH (1:2.5)-bIH X3MKUATIIC TyHKaap 0.02
HOMKI3p ux Oatican Hb (Dewis et al., 1970) nap 6oson ISRIC (International Soil
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Reference and Information Centre) naGopaTopuiiH TypIIMITBHIT OaTallK,
cyaairaaHsl yp AYHT?H Hb TOXUPY OaliHa.

Jdyrmaar

XepcHuii ypBainblH opuuH (pH)-T Tomopxoinox X34 X343H apra Oaijaraac ycaH
XaHJ| alllMIJIaH TOJOPXOMIOX aprbIl COHIOH 3 TOPJIHMHH yC-XOpCHUM XapbllaaTai
ycaH XaHJaHJ IIWHXWITD XUWH Yp AYHT XapbllyyjdaH cymamiaa. Yp HOYHT
Oaiiranuiia OyCyya33p sIrad TOOLICOH 0a X33pUitH OYCHUITH I33KY Y31 3 TOPJIUIH
ycaH XaHJlaap MIHUHXKWITID XUWX3/1 YPBaAJIbIH OPUYHBI YTTYY]I 60PUJIONT XaMTIHHH
Oararaii 6aiina. ['oBuiiH 6yc3/7.5-8.5 X00poH ypBaIblH OPUHHTON JI3KYYAHITH
yTra ycaH XaHJHbI Haiipjaraac xamaapu Oara 33par eepwiergex Oaiina. XapuH
7.5-c 6ara 00Ji0H 8.5-C MX ypBaJblH OPUYUHTOM JAIIKYYAI/L ©OPUWIONT HIPIITYH.
XaHraitn OycanycaH xauIpIT xapbliaa 1:2.5 6omou 1:5 ye 1 ypBaibiH OpUHBI YTTYY 1T
eepwienT Oara Galican 6o 1:1 yen Oycan 2 xyBuiibapaac 6ara ypBalibIlH OPYHBIT
WITTYK TapXaJIThIH MyPYWH X27103p eepwiernex oaxa. IIUHXKUITI? XUNWX yCaH
XaHHBI HAPMDJI YCHBI 33JI9X XYBb HOMATIIX 31 YPBaJIBIH OpUMH OyX OyCyya3.1 6ara
39par Oyroy xamruifH Oaragaa 0.01 xamruita mxme? 0.1-p HAIMATACOH OaifHa.
XOMKUAJITUWH DHIXYY 36PYY Hb XOPCHUN ypBaJblH OPYHBI aHTWJIJIBIH HAPIIHIL]
HOJI66 Y3YYJIIXTYi Oaiiraa He xapargax Oaiina (Table 1).

MOHTOJIBIH XOpCHHUH TabopaTOpUy bIH X0N000HBI aHXyraap xypiaap (apxau
x0T, 2018.05.10) xepcHUN Ta00paTOPUYABIH OHOJ apra3yiH HATIAMAII OailJIpIr
Mepyier 00JToX, Iaalln] OJ0H YJICHIH apra3yil aprawial pyy HIFUDKAX aXIJIBIH
XYPI9HI XOPCHUM YpBAIBIH OpYHBl xXaHgianteir pH 1:5 6Goaroxoop
MMUHAIBIPIICIH. XOPCHUM 1abopaTOPpUyAbIH XYBbJ HATIMAI HAOT aprawiajiblH
Jlaryy IIHWHXXWITIAT XWX, YHAH 36B, YHOIMIUWJI CaliTall AyHI raprax erex Hb
cymaad, Oalraims OpYHBI MAPTIKUITHYYIRI CyJaliraalbl YP IYHT XapbIlyyiax,
Oaiiraigb OpYHBI MOHUTOPHHT XUUX3 yXall ad X0JIO0TH0ITOMN 60K Oaiiraa oM.
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